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Logline 
	

Him, Her, Love, Life, and Loss 
 
 
 

Synopsis 
 

 
 
 

A successful photographer is living the life of her dreams, with the love of her life in New 
York City. Their idyllic happiness is shattered unexpectedly, and she struggles to accept 

the reality of her loss. 
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Technical Specs 
 

 
 

 
 

Country of Production  United States 
 

Running Time    14:00   
 

Original language   English 
 

Subtitles     English 
 

Shooting Format   2.35:1 Aspect Ratio 
4K CinemaDNG &  
ProRess 422HQ formats  
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Cast 
 

 
 

Bahiyah Hibah 
 

 
 

Martin Harvey 
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Crew 

 
 

Director / Choreographer    Ben Hartley 

Producer       Lisa Donmall-Reeve 

Director of Photography    Matt Simpkins 

Music        Angela McCluskey 

Assistant Director / Editor    Greg Roderick 

Associate Director / Grip    Matt Gibson 

1st AC        Phoenixx Flixx 

Key Grip / Gaffer      Linda Wu 

Costume Designer     David Quinn 

Make Up        Jessica Freitas 

Photography       Daryl Getman 
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Inspiration 
 
I remember hearing Angela McCluskey’s voice for the first time. It was the middle of '07 and I was in 
Denver, Colorado on an out-of-town tryout for a new Broadway show I was performing in. The album 
was Curio and her vocals blew me away. Rough, refined, a smokey two-in-the-morning kind of voice. 
Her version of Solitude made me feel like I was listening to the song for the very first time. The cogs 
started turning… 
 

Upon returning to New York our preview performances came to a halt due to the '07 crew strike. Feeling 
full of creative energy I asked a dancer friend of mine if she would like to go and “play” in a nearby 
studio. The dancer was Bahiyah Hibah, a stunningly beautiful artist that I was incredibly inspired by. 
What came from our “play” was the story of a woman’s solitude due to having suffered a loss; her 
husband returning one last time to comfort her. The strike soon ended and previews resumed. For now, 
that was the end of Solitude.  
 

Over the coming years Bahiyah and I often flirted with the idea of taking the piece further. In February '14 
I decided to film three pieces of choreography, and had full intention to revive Solitude. The story 
continued to evolve, now fully allowing the audience to witness the early stages of the character's 
mourning. 
 

I found myself wondering more about this married couple. What exactly happened leading up to the loss 
sequence? Could this be a commentary about the fleetingness of human life and how we should never 
take anyone or anything for granted? I had a ton of unanswered questions. I returned to my original 
source of inspiration, Angela McCluskey and the album Curio. Sometimes things just fall into place and 
two more songs fit perfectly with the ideas I had for two more sequences. Titled LOVE, LIFE, & LOSS, 
the sequences would now follow a married couple over a 24 hour period beginning on the evening of 
their wedding anniversary.  
 

I knew I wanted to continue to tell this story on film but I had no prior experience of creating for the 
camera. I knew the intimate nature of film would lend itself perfectly to the story I wanted to tell. On top 
of that I had the idea to show the film in reverse. By doing so it demands that the audience think in a 
different way as they start to answer questions for themselves until the actual answers are revealed.  
 

I shopped the idea around to a few production companies to no avail. Timing is everything and in May 
'16 I had a game-changing conversation with Lisa Donmall-Reeve. We talked about the story and I 
showed her the footage from ’14. She immediately jumped on board with her production company LDR 
Creative and we got to work.  
 

As a story teller I love to work closely with artists discovering physical language that can forward a plot. 
To me, the "why" is always so much more interesting than the "what". At the end of the day that is what 
the audience connects with, and it is especially gratifying to see them be fully immersed in the story 
telling especially if there are no words or lyrics.  
  

I am beyond blessed that I am able to share this story with you. To my three inspirational ladies, Angela, 
Bahiyah, & Lisa, I will forever be grateful. And who knows, maybe there’s more story to tell about this 
married couple? For now, sit back, and let me tell you a story about LOVE, LIFE, and LOSS.   
 
B. Hartley, October ‘17 
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Bios 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Ben Hartley is a director, choreographer, educator, & Broadway 
professional who lives in Brooklyn, New York. He directed his first short 
film, Early Mourning currently on the film festival circuit ’17-’18. He 
directed and co-conceived Down the Tube starring comic, Erin Maguire. 
Ben choreographed Held Momentarily at NYMF, Gypsy in Houston, TX, 
Hairspray in Stamford, CT, Guys and Dolls, Cabaret, Grease, 
Urinetown, Carousel, Into the Woods, Les Miserables, Gypsy, & 42nd 
Street for LaGuardia Arts, "Fame School" NYC and a tribute to 
Broadway legend Ben Vereen. Ben served as Assistant Choreographer 
on the Broadway production of Enron, & Associate Choreographer to 
Casey Nicholaw for the reading of Robin & The Seven Hoods. As a 
performer, he appeared in numerous Broadway & West End 
productions including Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake, Cinderella, The 
Carman, Fosse, Cats, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The Little Mermaid, & 
Fiddler on the Roof. Ben is the Founder & Director of The Broadway 
Experience international musical theater intensive. 
thebroadwayexperience.com benhartley.info 
	Ben Hartley  

 

Creator/Director 
& Choreographer 

Lisa is a Brit living in New York City. She spent over twenty years as a 
performer in musical theatre, playing many leading roles in London’s 
West End in addition to touring all over the UK, Europe, USA and 
internationally. As a creative, she has assisted some of the world’s finest 
choreographers in numerous projects. 
 
Lisa’s dreams to become a producer were realized in 2016 when she 
launched LDR Creative LLC, a company that offers new works in all 
creative genres an opportunity to shine. 

Lisa Donmall-Reeve 
 

Producer 



E A R L Y  M O U R N I N G                                                     earlymorningfilm.com	
	 	 	 	 	 						

 

 
 
Angela McCluskey  
 

Music & Vocals 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Hailed by Vanity Fair as a "chortling, cussing, room-dominating force of 
nature”, Angela McCluskey —in words— is not the easiest thing to 
do.  If you’ve met her, or have been lucky enough to see her perform —
you will understand. 
 
Angela first achieved iconic recognition as the singer of the LA 
band, Wild Colonials—with whom she released three albums: Fruit of 
Life (1993), This Can't Be Life (1996) and Reel Life in 2000. The band 
were a legendary staple of the LA scene in the 90’s. Since then, her life 
has taken her all over the world.  In 2004, Angela released the critically 
acclaimed album, The Things We Do, which Paste Magazine described 
as an album that “will break your heart and gently put it back together 
again”.  Alan Magee at The Guardian, heralded her voice as "an 
incredible juxtaposition of the greats: Beth Gibbons, Billie Holiday and 
Nina Simone.”  Angela toured the U.S., having been hand picked by 
Michael Stipe to open for REM and wrote the #1 best selling GRAMMY 
nominated song “Breathe”, with French electronic trio, Telepopmusik. 
She then collaborated with Morgan Page and BT on the smash 
hit #1 dance single “In the Air”, was featured on Robbie 
Robertson’s How to be Clairvoyant, and has worked with Paul 
Oakenfold, Parov Stelar, Kendrick Lamar and others—and her 
reimagining of George Harrison’s “Here Comes The Sun” for the Sweet 
Relief Musicians Fund made us all wonder if we could ever hear the 
original again.  In 2016, Angela was featured on Big Gigantic’s latest 
track, “The Little Things”, chosen as the “Official” theme for the Apple 
Mac Pro Launch 2016, exploded to #3 on the Global Spotify chart, was 
featured in Nike’s new ad campaign and on Season 2 
of Empire.  Celebrating The Roxy Sessions, Angela’s fourth solo album, 
Angela reunited with her original band Wild Colonials at LA’s famed 
Troubadour for a one night ONLY, sold out show, taking her back to 
where it all began. 
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